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100 years on Walpole remembers 
by Margot Pierce,  

Walpole Sub Branch RSL 
A huge crowd of local residents 
and people who had travelled 
from far and wide to show their 

respects commemorated the 
Centenary of ANZAC at the 
Walpole Memorial in Pier Street 

on Saturday.  
 The Sister Jane Bell at St 
George‘s Anglican Church was 
rung as a signal to all to gather at 
the Memorial.  
 A full program commenced at 
10.30am with Harold Luxton as 

MC welcoming everyone.  
 Shortly after, the spectacular 
sight of the Royal Australian Air 
Force Roulettes, comprising seven 

aircraft, held everyone‘s attention 
as they flew overhead.  
 It was a privilege to be 
included in the RAAF schedule 
and to receive such a magnificent 

salute to our commemoration.  
 Next on the program was a 

beautiful rendition of ―All the 

Young Boys‖ by Louise Pickett 
and Liz Edmonds with guitar and 
ukulele and then a thought-
provoking reading of ―ANZAC 
Day‖ by Monty Edmonds.  

 Shortly before the start of the 
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Service, at 11am, marchers made their way to the Memorial in 

time to ―Waltzing Matilda‖, led by flag bearers Peter Grant and 
Alan Barrington. 

 In his address, Kevin Pierce, President of our Walpole Sub 
Branch RSL, mentioned the extension to the paved area of the 
Memorial, made possible with funding received from the 
ANZAC Centenary Local Grants Program, including bricks 
engraved with the names of those who served in WW1 and 
came to settle in Walpole & Districts.  
 Kevin drew focus to the history of ANZAC, the significant 

loss of life, and what it has meant to us all now experiencing 
the lifestyle our forebears helped make possible through their 
actions and sacrifice, and which those in current service 
continue to do.  

 Harold Luxton, in his reading of the Prayer of 
Remembrance, helped us to reflect on the sacrifices made in the 
past, the fight for freedom, and the strength and wisdom to 
build a better world.   
 The qualities of courage and bravery reflect the ANZAC 
spirit and those who lost their lives will not be forgotten.  

 Formal components of the Service continued with the laying 
of a number of colourful wreaths and 
floral tributes, the Ode was read by 
Geordie Whitwell, the Last Post 
played, a minute‘s silence was 

observed, followed by ―Lest We 
Forget‖ and Reveille.  
 The flag protocol was carried out 
by Monty Edmonds this year under 

Geordie‘s guidance.  
 Trish Crossley led the Walpole 
Primary School Choir with a selection 
of both familiar and new, very well-
chosen songs and the reading of 
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―ANZAC Cove‖.  
 ―Can You Hear Australia‘s Heroes Marching?‖ was performed 
beautifully with a mix of spoken words and singing.  
 ―The Call‖ was a new addition to our ANZAC program.  
 ―In Flanders‘ Fields‖ and ‖The Last ANZAC‖ are favourites. 

 The concentration and enthusiasm of the children to their 
singing is a credit to the effort Trish puts into her work with the 

Choir and her commitment to these events. 
 Louise Pickett and Liz Edmonds sang ―ANZAC Parade‖ 
accompanied by their guitars, another very fitting contribution 
with superb harmonies.  
 All present were able to join in the hymn ―Eternal Father, 
Strong to Save‖ followed by ―Advance Australia Fair‖ which 
concluded the Service. 

 Refreshments were available in the Community Hall in which 
the Walpole Nornalup and District Historical Society had set up a 
series of displays.  
 Lee Hunter and Don Burton had worked tirelessly updating 

existing displays and creating new ones.  
 The result was a detailed history of people from Walpole & 
Districts who have been involved in conflicts, and a concise 
timeline of war and additional information.  
 There was great interest in the displays with more details and 
background information forthcoming from attendees.  

 The display is available for further viewing in the Walpole 
Public Library. 
 This ANZAC Day was an all-encompassing commemoration 
with contributions by many.  
 In addition to the people named in this article, thanks also go to 

Norm Hawkins for looking after the technical aspects and to all 
the people who so willingly helped with setting up, catering, and 
tidying up.  
 As always, the contributions from the Walpole Op Shop and 

Shire of Manjimup were of great assistance and donations 
gratefully received on the day help towards future events.  
 On a final note I would like to acknowledge Peter Sawyer and 
all who carried out the enhancements at the Memorial for their 
excellent service; the result is very pleasing indeed. 
 — words by Margot Pierce; pictures by David Gillbanks 
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